VP REPORT ALBERTA/NORTH

Since the last NE meeting end of May 2010 we finished offering the Bargaining Demand Writing Courses with a final course in Wainwright attended by members from Wainwright, Cold Lake and Yellowknife. Demands from the locals have now been sent forward to Ottawa for discussion September 16 to

18 2010.

I have had discussions with HR in Edmonton regarding new hires not meeting Union representatives at their orientations in Suffield. This issue has been resolved and I am now notified whenever there is an orientation and we send a representative for a brief welcome and to give a face to the union. I was also scheduled to speak at a Local 902 meeting in Cold Lake, but unfortunately due to a death in the family I reluctantly had to cancel.

In June Local 911 hosted, with Cypress County and Medicine Hat Fire Department, the Badlands Regional Firefit Competition. The event was a huge success, with the UNDE banner being displayed front and centre, and our firefighters performing well at this extremely competitive event. FRs from Wainwright, Shilo, Gagetown, Val Cartier and Suffield participated.

With pressure on the SWE being faced at all bases, middle management is getting creative in their attempts to save money by circumventing the CA. A favourite tactic of late seems to be the frequent restructuring of schedules in an attempt to avoid paying overtime. This is an issue that we must remain vigilant on as the different CA's contain differing language on schedule changes and how this can or cannot be done. Also an issue is to schedule overtime, and then cancel at the last minute thus denying our members of fair compensation, when they have adjusted their personal schedule to accommodate management's needs.

Sister Buck and I are in consultation with Land Forces West in an attempt to find a suitable date, hopefully in October for a LFWA UMCC. It seems that this meeting will be done via conference call, as the last one was, to conserve resources.

In October I have scheduled FR Steering and Wellness committee meetings in Ottawa as OPI for the FRs. Additionally, I am awaiting word on the date for the next NEAPAC meeting as OPI for the EAP program.
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