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John began his career with the Federal Public Service in 1979 and worked as a Storesperson at CFB Uplands Base Supply and the Canadian Forces Publications Depot. John held many positions in the Supply system primarily working in warehouse functions and his last duties were as the coordinator for storage and disposal of Hazardous Materials.

He became an activist in the Union in 1983 as a shop steward and then was first elected as Chief Steward in his Local in 1984, a position he held for many years until he was elected Regional Vice President for the National Capital Region in 1993. Thereafter John was elected UNDE Executive Vice President in 1996 at the UNDE Triennial Convention in Chicoutimi. It was during these times John demonstrated his abilities and has continued until this day representing UNDE members issues at a National level. During his tenures as Regional Vice President and Executive Vice President these were trying years for the Union with Base closures, downsizing and contracting out of Public Service jobs. John’s abilities as a leader proved itself over and over again protecting Public Service jobs and when that was not possible he was the confident Union Leader who followed the members to their new employer that assisted in leading the way to re-organizing former Public Service members back into the Public Service Alliance of Canada. 

John was elected National President in 1999, a position he has been successfully returned to by the membership since that time. During his tenures as National President he has never forgotten the grassroots members and their values. John has continued to defend UNDE member’s rights and quality of life issues facing off with senior government or private sector officials, testifying in front of parliamentary committees and when necessary on the picket line or demonstrations. As a leader in the labour movement John understands the value of Civilian and Canadian workers in National Defence and what they do for our country. 

PSAC National President Robyn Benson


Benson was the Regional Executive Vice-President (REVP) for PSAC's Prairies region since 2000.

As the REVP, Benson was responsible for a wide range of activities in her region which covers Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. These included the Regional Council, organizing and re-certifications, education, political and social action, women's and equity programs, Area Councils, Directly Chartered Locals and separate employers, Federations of Labour and related committees, and District Labour Councils. During her terms as REVP she has also shared national responsibility for collective bargaining, finance, human rights and education for the PSAC.

Benson worked for 20 years with the Winnipeg Taxation Centre of Revenue Canada (now the Canada Revenue Agency) before her election in 2000. Her union involvement dates back to the1980 strike by the Clerical and Regulatory (CR) bargaining unit when she was a term employee. She held a variety of union positions including Regional Vice-President in the Union of Taxation Employees (UTE), a position she held until 2000.

Randy Walker UNDE MB & SK VP
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Randy began his career with DND in March 1981, when he accepted a position at the Ammunition Section in CFB Shilo, MB. He was hired as an AMW and was later reclassified to a GT 03.

During his career, Randy held numerous positions at the Base. He became a Referral Agent with the Employee Assistance Program from August 1984 until January 1999. During his tenure with the EAP in Shilo, he held the position of EAP Chairperson from 1994 to 1999.

Randy was elected Secretary/Treasurer of Local 50704 Shilo, a position he held until 2004. In December 2004, he was elected President of Local 50704.

Over the years, Randy has been active in the Local by supporting and co-chairing the LMRC’s at all levels and Safety Committees both in the Unit and at the Base level. During his time as Local President, he also co-chaired the Return to Work Committee and the Injury on Duty Committee. 

From 2008-2011, Randy served as the Deputy Vice President for the Manitoba/Saskatchewan Region and in August 2011 was subsequently elected Vice President at the UNDE Convention in Calgary. He has been assigned the portfolios for the Firefighter Committees, Ammo Committee and the EAP Committee. He sits as a representative at the Land Forces Western Area LMRC and is a member of the standing Finance Committee.

June Winger UNDE AB & the North VP
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June began her career with the Federal Public Service in 1999 in the Line Section of Telecom at CFB Suffield, hired under an “Introducing Women to the Trades” initiative.  June moved on to the Counter Terrorism Technology Centre with DRDC Suffield as a Decontamination Technologist shortly after the section was stood up as a result of the Sept 11, 2001 attack on USA.

She became an activist in the Union in 1999 as a Shop Steward and held the Education and Human Rights portfolios locally. June became a UNDE, Alliance and Joint Learning Program Facilitator.  Upon joining the DRDC local 907, she then was elected as Secretary for two terms until she was elected Local President.  In 2011 June was elected onto the PSAC Technical Services (TC) Bargaining Team, representing over 11 000 members.  In 2011 June was also elected Vice President for the Alberta & the North Region where she represents members at the LFWA, DRDC Nationally in addition to being a team member of the UNDE Finance committee and the Communication and Training committee.

June takes her role as the memberships’ representative very seriously and works diligently in an effort to achieve a work environment where members are treated fairly, compensated appropriately, in a healthy, safe and respectful manner.
T. Mark Miller UNDE BC VP
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T.Mark Miller has been a UNDE activist since Feb 14 1991. The day he signed his indeterminate papers he was elected Shop Steward. Since that time he has held every position in the Local and was the President for over 16 years and then was elected DVP/BC during the Chicoutimi Convention in 1997, a position he held until Brother Robinson's retirement in 2007 wherin Mark assumed the duties of VP/BC.

He has since been elected twice to that position. While DVP/BC he was 1 of 2 UNDE seats on the Departmental UCS team (DUCT) and was the PSAC Strike Coordinator for Victoria and/or Esquimalt numerous times. Mark has served on convention committees for both UNDE and the PSAC. His UNDE portfolios have included the GLT committee, the FR Wellness and Steering Group, the Bylaws committee, the Bargaining committee, the 1CAD UMCC and MARPAC. The Apprenticeship Program while near completion, remains a priority for Mark.

Mark resides in Victoria BC with his wife Judy, their 2 daughters and his Sister-in-law.

Gloria Kelly UNDE Human Rights Advisor
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A native of Nova Scotia, Gloria joined DND in 2001 when her military husband was transferred to Ottawa. 

An award winning journalist before joining the public service, she has combined her work in public affairs and communications with active union involvement at the local, regional and national level.

An activist since her teens, she has long had an interest in the rights of the individual, focusing attention on issues that cross societal boundaries and touch people in all walks of life. She became active in UNDE when she took a stand on an ethical issue, refusing to back down in the face of a threat to have her fired. 

With a thirst for knowledge and a dedication to life long learning, she has a Bachelor of Science from Mount Saint Vincent University, a Management Development Certificate jointly from Saint Mary’s University and Mount Saint Vincent University, and a Masters in Defence Management and Policy from Royal Military College of Canada. She is now constantly seeking educational opportunities that relate to managing human rights issues and conflict resolution.

Gloria currently lives in Winnipeg so she and retired husband Terry can be close to their daughter and three active grandchildren. She is an Outreach Advisor located at 17 Wing and travels extensively promoting the Canadian Forces and the work done at home and abroad in the service of Canadians.

She is vice president of Local 50705 and active regionally on various committees with PSAC and the Manitoba Federation of Labour.
