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VP NL/NB Daniel Frost 

Report to the UNDE National Executive
This is my first report since assuming the position of VP NL/NB in June when Sister Graham retired as a UNDE Life Time Member.  Sister Graham purchased her new house outside of Fredericton and can be seen working around her home and living very happy with retirement life!  Her final union activity was organizing the recent Health & Safety Conference with Brother Terry Kiley.  I did hear back from some members in attendance from the region that it went well and thought the Conference was informative.

It has been very interesting and frustrating and stressful six months you might say with the changes, the positions cuts within DND and the rest of the Public Service as we all know.  Mainly the rough times that affected members, members and local executives taking place with WFA putting a great deal of stress on everyone and not knowing what the future holds. Having been employed CFB Gagetown for 28 years and with the bulk of the cuts in the region occurring in Gagetown, I know a lot of the affected Brothers and Sisters and I find that difficult.  I’m sure that this is the same with all the executives from local to National, Especially difficult is the way the announcements have been made. 

I had previously put in a proposal for training in the Region but it was declined due to the low number of participants.  I will be putting in for training after all the Local elections are all finished as new executive members will need the training and has been expressed by all locals.

CFB Gagetown 60303

July was very busy as Brother John MacLennan Sister Jeannie Baldwin, had a press conference at Gagetown with guests MP/ Peter Stoffer, MP/ Yvon Godin and Renée from Media Style. Getting great reviews as the Union took the spotlight and achieved in getting this to be successful media coverage in what was needed, and the Local was very thankful for the visit and with the action the Union has taken. After the press conference we had some affected members from the local getting interviewed. That night the members had a boost with a membership meeting and Brother John, Sister Jeannie and MP Yvon Godin speaking on the issues of cuts and fight back. The next day Brother John, Sister Jeannie, few members and I showed up at the weather station on the base to protest the announcement about new infrastructure that was almost complete and hoping to serve Peter McKay and Keith Ashfield and Bernard Vaillancourt their affected letter.

Upon the Locals request I attended meetings on behalf of the UNDE, providing union support for the members who were getting opting letters and affected letters. The meetings took place in Moncton and Gagetown CE. 

Goose Bay SERCO 90125

Another major issue in the region is the Serco contract in Goose Bay is coming up for re-tender with a possibility of a 20 year contract and a lucrative one at that. It’s attracting a lot of interest with the large major companies  Atco-Frontec, Black& MacDonald, Calian and others that are hungry for this contract, Serco is also.  Brother John, Sister Jeannie and I attended the bidding conference on June 12th , this was my first visit to the Serco local. We were all in Goose Bay in September with the PSAC Negotiator Brother Hassan Hussein, John and him were addressing the Local on what’s happening with the existing contractor and successor rights for Goose Bay.  And Sister Mary, UNDE EVP, and I conducted the Local elections on November 6th  .  There is a possibility of going to Goose Bay in January with PSAC negotiator addressing the local on the issues related to the Contract (RFI).

Goose Bay TB 90103

Had a chance to tour around the base when seeing the Serco local and had a visit with the Local president Robert Saunders of the TB local 90103.

Gander TB 90102

I have had my first visit to Gander when I conducted the Local elections for 90102 and meeting the members. Taking a tour around Gander and checking out the area and where IMP Local 90120 is located.

Gander IMP 90120

The IMP Local 90120 elections will be held next month…. members are a little disgruntled right now, because the draft collective agreement has not been received  and members feel that four months has been long enough.  Saying this I have inquired with the PSAC and waiting for a reply to send to the Local. 

St. John’s 90101

The Local elections will be taking place November 29th. Brother David James is the President of the Local taking over from Brother Randy Saunders who could no longer hold the position due to being ill. I have been to be in touch with David to address any issues arising.

Funeral Service

It is sad news, the past President of Local 60303 and Life Time Member Stephen Beyer passed away from Cancer on June 12, 2012.  Local 60303 members and Executive, Sister Debbie Graham, and I as the VP, also the COS, attended the service to our respects to Brother Stephen Beyer.  

National Day of Action

Held September 14th and 15th, PSAC and UNDE Rally in Halifax Nova Scotia.  – over 30  members from Local 60303 participated.  The first thing on the agenda was to attend a press conference at the Delta Halifax Friday afternoon with John, Jeannie and Phillip speaking. The following day we all headed to New Glasgow Peter McKay’s Constituency office and then Antigonish and rallied down Main Street to the MP’s office. The members from Local 60303 thought the rally went well and returned safely home…

LFAA Land Forces Atlantic Area (LFAA) UMCC

I attended meetings in July and November, I was appointed co-chair.  It was also new with trying to know who’s who! The meetings have been very interesting and informative with talks of WFA and cuts, items such as RTW and the future of Aldershot.  Everyone has made me feel welcome as a new representative at the table and I look forward to future meetings in this difficult time. 

Orientation

I participated in my national officer orientation on July 25th in Ottawa; I was introduced to the staff at the National office and briefed on what they do and who is looking after the NL/NB Region and other regions.  Basically showing me procedures and how they are expected to be done. 

National Fire Alarm Contract

June 14th an RFI was put in place for Fire Protection, Testing & Maintenance Services. Union has jumped quickly on this and with members very much against this has maybe done some good, with news that Management with the latest information the General will not be releasing funds for a contracting fire services instead would like it done in house. CFB Gagetown has just had a site visit from the Ottawa checking out the procedures that the base Firewall and CE has in place for fire inspections and has been noted that not only satisfied of what has been taking place but were very impressed! Their report will follow as they are continuing to do visits to other bases.

Election of Local Officers

By the end of December elections will have been completed for all Locals in this Region.

· St. John’s Local 90101- November

· Gander Local 90120- November, December

· Goose Bay TB. Local- November, December

Completed

Gander Local 90102- Held on November 2nd, 2012 and elected is Brother Dennis Sheppard (President), Brother Glen Arnold (V-President), Brother Kirk Wheeler (Chief Shop Steward), Brother Ross Lambert (Shop Steward), Sister Katherine Lalibertie (Treasurer), Sister Karen Parsley (Secretary).

Goose Bay(Serco) Local 90125- Held on November 6th, 2012 and elected is Brother Bernie Bolger (President), Sister Jenny Winters (1st V-President), Brother Kevin Rideout (2nd V-President), Brother Gary Broomfield (3rd V-President), Sister Megan Rowe (Treasurer), Brother Graham Moorehouse (Secretary), the Chief Shop Steward position was not filled.

CFB Gagetown Local 60303- Held on November 14th, 2012 and elected is Brother Morris Shannon (President), Brother Paul Ryan (1st V-President), Sister Tammy Burbridge (2nd V-President), Sister Patty Maxwell (Chief Shop Steward), Sister Sally Carr (Treasurer), Sister Deby Nash (Secretary), Brother Victor Carr (Communications Officer).

Regional Representatives

The following is a list of the Regional Representatives and the Committees they serve on:

DCC- Brother Dave Meade Local 60303, CFB Gagetown.

Human Rights- Sister Shirley Ryan Local 90101, St. John’s

FR Steering- Brother Neil Perry Local 60303, CFB Gagetown

Young Workers- Sister Brandie-Leigh Abbott Local 90125, Goose Bay

NOTE: According to the UNDE Bylaws, Sister Brandi will be over the age limit to sit on the Young Workers Committee and the Region will be seeking a new member in the New Year to take her place on the committee.

Regional Facilitators

The following is the list of Regional Facilitators:

Local 90101- Sisters Kim Ducey and Shirley Ryan

Local 90102- Sister Kim Lalibertie and Chris Grandy

Local 90103- Brother Silas Bird

Local 90125- Private Sector Brother Bernie Bolger, Kevin Rideout and Dennis Berseford
PSAC Closure of the Gander Officer
The PSAC has decided to close the Gander Office as of November 2012.  UNDE Local Presidents and I participated in a conference call with PSAC and spoke against the closure.  The UNDE members in this area definitely did not want this office to close and have shown their disappointment.  They have expressed to PSAC that at anytime you walk into the Gander office the Sisters (PSAC staff) are busy with their constant attention and support to the issues and the many other organizations that PSAC interacts with.  UNDE members feel that that this closure will be a major step backwards and, with the challenging times here and ahead for Federal Public employees, will certainly weaken the voice of the strength of this organization at a time where members needs it most.  I am pleased to say that Sister Chamberlain, UNDE EVP, voted against the report to the NBoD that identified the closure of the Gander office.

I had the pleasure of meeting the Sisters employed in the Gander office and wish them all the best in the future.  To Sister Margie, all the best with her retirement starting November 30th and just received an e-mail from her…Got up early and out in the hot tub, now sitting here with my coffee and watching the ocean, how good it is. Also wishing Pam on her decision for her future whether she decides on retirement or move to the PSAC office in St Johns. 

In closing

It has been an interesting six months with activity from all Locals.  I thank each of you for your assistance and support during this period. I am still on a learning curve and the Locals having been very understanding as I am still finding out whom you address certain issues. I must say communications with HR has been very helpful and solid, guiding the direction of questions that I have to the right individuals.

Managers and HR and Union in Gagetown also have been working hard in finding alternate employment opportunities for affected members so they can continue their careers with the Public Service.  Union and Management have been working together in the WFA Committee Meetings, has been noted at the recent LFAA meeting.

I want to thank all the local executives for their hard work and job well done, especially in these tough times and with uncertainty of what the future holds with this Government.   

In Solidarity, 

Daniel Frost   VP NL/NB

