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Report to the UNDE Spring NE meeting
Submitted by T. Mark Miller VP for BC

In the midst of our AGM cycle, we were privileged to host Sister Sarah Elliott from Local 623 who shared her Locals story with 1 of our AGMs and again at our Local President’s gathering. She gave a heartfelt, interesting story of the devastation that the government’s use of WFA has done to her worksite, her Local and her community.

We have taken advantage of our geography and have instituted a Local Presidents meeting (plus others as appropriate) which meets every 2 months at an off-Base location, for the purpose of sharing information and strategizing a variety of topics.
On Dec 06/13, I was able to attend a Candle Light Vigil put on by the Victoria Women’s Committee to commemorate the Montreal massacre. It was a moving ceremony and the plans to erect a permanent monument are progressing.

BC has had to contend with the temporary loss of 2 of its Local Presidents and long-time activists, Brother Ron Laroy and Brother Ian Wiggs. Brother Laroy was injured in a hockey game requiring knee surgery, and Brother Wiggs was involved in a car accident requiring leg and wrist surgery. Both are expected to be back to work in the not too distant future and are going to convention.
Our convention delegation is set and the Delegates will be joined by at least 9 Observers, proving that BC has a vibrant succession plan. Our convention committee members are Brother Kevin Hunt (1007) for Bylaws, Brother lance Jesson (1016) for Finance, and Brother Paul Jones (1008) for General. All positions were open for election from their peers.

On the PSAC Area Councils, BC UNDE continues to grow its presence. In Victoria, 5 of 6 locals are affiliated, and UNDE holds the positions of President – Ian Wiggs (1008), Vice-President – Marcelo Lazaro (1016), and Treasurer – Ken Waldron (1013). In the North Island Area Council, we currently have 1 of 3 locals affiliated with a second now going through the affiliation process. as a result of these activities, interest in getting involved at the PSAC Regional level increased to the point wherein UNDE now has 5 members in various spots on the Council or as Alternates. Brother Ken Waldron (1013) is the Representative for Members with Disabilities, Sister Colleen Girard is the Rep for South Vancouver Island. For the Alternates we have Sister Lyndsie Murphy (1008) as 2nd Alternate for Youth, Brother Paul Jones (1008) as Alternate for Pride, and Brother Lance Jesson (1016) as the 1st Alternate for the South Vancouver Island Rep. Out of an 11 member delegation, getting 5 elected was a significant achievement which speaks to the quality of those who ran.
BC is fortunate to have a representative on the SV/TB bargaining team – Brother Marcelo Lazaro (1016). I would also like to recognize Brother Lance Jesson (1016) who ran for a spot on the PA/TB team but was unsuccessful for reasons not of his doing. BC continues to be the “idea region”, as evidenced by the popular bargaining t-shirt unveiled at the PSAC national bargaining conference.
Still with bargaining, Local 1018 has shown great initiative and has started their process to meet with IMP. We have had one meeting with the Local’s bargaining committee, the negotiator Dave Jackson (hopefully) and their USO-Brother Louis Bisson. We have followed that up with a meeting between the Local’s reps at our regional conference and both Brothers Jackson and Bisson. They are getting organized and ramping up new members to get all they can from this employer.
In this reporting period we have had a change of our BC Human Rights Representative. Brother Glen Hendry has stepped down and as a result of an election by his peers; Brother Ken Waldron (1013) was elected for the balance of this mandate.
The Unions were specifically mentioned during the awards gala for the United Way’s Spirit Award presentation. This was an ongoing message to recognize the significant contributions of our member’s donations. The military is onside with giving us our just dues, and while the process still has its faults, it is way ahead of where it was.

We also had our regional conference in April and by all accounts it was a success. The 18 Local participants were treated to presentations by John Maclennan, Mary Chamberlain, Louis Bisson, Paula Dignan, Kim Brackhahn, Robyn Benson, Bob Jackson, Dave Jackson, Ken Waldron, Lance Jesson, Sharon Brine and Lyndsie Murphy. While there were many highlights of this event, my two personal favorites were watching Sister Benson swallow a raw oyster and my sharing my gastronomic delight the soon to be world famous “SPAM special”. (see pic below) [image: image1.jpg]



On May Day, the region rose to the challenge thrown down by our Brothers and Sisters in Quebec through Brother Turcq. Every Local in BC participated in various actions at CFAD RP, CFMETR, 19 Wing Comox and CFB Esq. Whether it was staging a photo op, or standing at the gates handing out leaflets to all incomers, the Locals delivered. Some 2400 leaflets were handed out in a 1 ½ - 2 hr period at the 2 main Bases/Wings, explaining who we are, the impending SL fight and the issues that we are currently involved with. We were joined by the senior PIPSC Rep in Esq, by other component national officers, by enforcement officers and rank and file as well as PSAC RO staff. (see pics below) 9 (((     [image: image2.jpg]
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SPRING 2014 Activity REPORT TO THE UNION OF NATIONAL DEFENCE EMPLOYEES 

(UNDE) NATIONAL EXECUTIVE (NE) MEETING

Fri Nov 22 – travel home from Toronto and drive to Courtney

Sat Nov 23 – attend 1018 Annual General Meeting (AGM) and drive home

Sun Nov 24 – travel to Vancouver

Mon Nov 25 – attend British Columbia (BC) Federation (Fed) of Labour Convention

Tues Nov 26 – attend BC Fed of Labour Convention

Wed Nov 27 – attend BC Fed of Labour Convention and travel home picking up Local 623 President -Sister Sarah Elliott at airport on the way

Thurs Nov 28 – meet with Canadian Forces Base (CFB) Esquimalt (Esq) Base Commander (BC), attend Local 1010 AGM and Local 1008 AGM

Fri Nov 29 – host BC Local President’s meeting

Sun Dec 01 – travel to Ottawa and pay respects at Sister Pat McGrath’s viewing

Mon Dec 02 – attend National (Nat) Union Management Consultation Committee (UMCC)

Tues Dec 03 – attend Local 70611 AGM

Wed Dec 04 – attend ADM IE T real property meeting, meet with UNDE’s investment advisor and attend National Joint Council (NJC) reception

Thurs Dec 05 – attend Nat UMCC Human Resources (HR) sub-committee, attend Nat Workforce Adjustment (WFA) meeting, and attend ADGA group reception

Fri Dec 06 – travel home and attend Candle Light Vigil to end violence against women

Mon Dec 09 – have luncheon with Local 1016 Exec

Tues Dec 10 – travel to Winnipeg

Wed Dec 11 – attend 1 Canadian Air Division (CAD) UMCC and travel home

Fri Dec 13 – travel to CFMETR to attend 1017 AGM and travel home

Sat Dec 14 – attend CFB Esq Formation Holiday Reception

Mon Dec 16 – attend United Way (UW) wrap-up for CFB Esq

Tues Dec 17 – donate 79th pint of blood, meet with Local 1011 Exec

Wed Dec 18 – attend retirement party for a 1016 Member

Tues Dec 24 – meet with 1009 Exec Members and attend CFB Esq BCE Potluck then boycott BS stand down

Mon Jan 06 – attend departure of HMCS Regina

Wed Jan 08 – meet with CFB Esq BCom for BUMCC pre-meet, and attend PSAC Vic AC meeting

Thurs Jan 09 – attend CFB Esq BUMCC

Tues Jan 14 – travel to Ottawa

Wed Jan 15 – attend ADM IE RP meeting, grip and grin with new ADM Jamie Pitfield, meet with CFFM, the D/CFFM and the CME, then travel to London

Thurs Jan 16 – meet with Fanshawe College President – Peter Devlin and staff

Fri Jan 17 – travel home

Tues Jan 21 – attend CFB Esq BCE town hall

Sat Jan 25 – travel to/from and attend PSAC NVI AC meeting

Mon Feb 03 – meet with CFB Esq BCom and his CoS

Tues Feb 04 – travel to Ottawa

Wed Feb 05 – attend ADM IE RP meeting and travel home

Thurs Feb 06 – continue to travel home

Fri Feb 07 – participate in UNDE NE conf call

Tues Feb 11 – travel to Ottawa

Wed Feb 12 – attend UNDE Caucus

Thurs Feb 13 – attend PSAC National bargaining conference

Fri Feb 14 -            “            “         “                 “               “

Sat Feb 15 -           “            “          “                “                “

Sun Feb 16 -          “            “          “                “                “

Mon Feb 17 – travel home

Fri Feb 21 – travel to Comox, pick up Louis B and attend 1018/IMP pre-bargaining meeting

Sat Feb 22 – take Louis B to airport and travel home

Sun Feb 23 – travel to Ottawa

Mon Feb 24 – attend LMCC-T pre-meet 

Tues Feb 25 – attend LMCC-T

Wed Feb 26 – travel to Calgary

Thurs Feb 27 – attend CAF event and travel home

Fri Feb 28 – attend BC President’s meeting

Tues Mar 04 – travel to Ottawa

Wed Mar 05 – attend ADM IE RP meeting and travel home

Tues Mar 11 – attend 1016 Exec meeting

Wed Mar 12 – attend PSAC Vic AC meeting

Fri Mar 14 – attend CFB Esq CR/AS review town-hall

Tues Mar 18 – attend CFB Esq BCE town-hall

Wed Mar 19 – attend full day Union Rep PRR training

Thurs Mar 20 – travel to Edmonton

Fri Mar 21 – present at Council of Locals

Sat Mar 22 – travel home

Wed Mar 26 – attend ½ day employee PRR training and attend UW Spirit Award ceremony

Fri Mar 28 – drive to CFMETR attend special called meeting and drive home. Attend Member’s retirement party

Mon Apr 07 – participate in PSAC BC telephone town hall

Tues Apr 08 – donate 80th pint of blood

Thurs Apr 10 – travel to Parksville picking up Nat Off Pers

Fri Apr 11 – host BC Reg Conf

Sat Apr 12 – host BC Reg Conf and prepare “Spam Special”

Sun Apr 13 – travel home and return Nat Off Pers

Mon Apr 14 – travel to Ottawa

Tues Apr 15 – UNDE Standing Bylaw Committee review 

Wed Apr 16 -      “             “             “             “                “

Thurs Apr 17 -      “              “            “             “                 “

Fri Apr 18 – travel home

Tues Apr 22 – attend CFB Esq BUMCC

Thurs Apr 24 – travel to Vancouver and host our UNDE Caucus

Fri Apr 25 – attend BC PSAC Triennial Regional Convention

Sat Apr 26 -     “         “       “          “                “               “

Sun Apr 27 -     “          “       “        “                 “                “            and travel home

Thurs May 01 – participate in May Day leafleting (CFAD RP, CFMETR, 19 Wing and CFB Esq hit)

Sat May 03 – attend celebration of life for Local 1010 Member

Respectfully submitted by T.Mark Miller VP/BC.
