VP BC Report – December 2016
Attached below is my activities listing for this reporting period which ends with the AGM circuit. All previous LPs were returned to their office or were not up for election. The exception to this was Local 1017 in Nanoose where Brother Denis Dore did not reoffer for the LP position as he transitions to retirement next summer. Accordingly, I wish him well and thank him for his time servicing the Membership in a variety of roles. Brother Derek Viggers is now the LP of 1017.

Another change to the BC leadership was the resignation of Brother Lance Jesson from his position of DVP. His decision was personal and I reluctantly accepted his decision. He remains active in Local 1016 as a SS, where we can continue to exploit his experience, wisdom and insights. I wish him well, and like Brother Denis, I thank him for his time serving the Membership. Accordingly, Brother Kevin Hunt (1007) has stepped into the role as DVP with Sister Collen Girard (1008) moving up into the Alternate DVP position.

BC continues to have no Youth Rep.

BC also has no Human Rights Rep (officially), although we (the region) continues to utilize Brother Ken Waldron for his insights as he heals on extended leave.

BC’s sole separate employer Local – Local 1018, continues to be frustrated by the slow pace of bargaining with its employer – IMP. Compounding the issue is the perceived lack of support by the PSAC centre to its field negotiator for 1018. This frustration was evident in 1018s AGM where there was talk of decertifying from the PSAC and finding a bargaining agent more responsive to their needs. It is BC’s desire that the upcoming meeting in Ottawa in January with both of the coasts bargaining teams c/w their respective field negotiators and the Ottawa staff will clear the air, get everyone reading the same playbook and get the bargaining/arbitration process back on the rails and moving forward.

BC attempted to hold a regional conference this reporting period, however the submitted agenda could not be supported as it was essentially a mini-H&S conference held between UNDEs and the PSACs conferences on the same topic. We are trying again in February with a different agenda.

On the Union political front, BC remains optimistic that Sister Colleen Girard (1008) will be successful in her bid to become the PSAC REVP/BC. 

On the federal political front, I have met with the NDP’s defence critic and my MP – Randall Garrison many many times on a variety of topics: presumptive cancers for FRs, the elimination of the Quest on the east coast, P3s and ISSCs. However, by Randall’s own admission, he has met no-one and spoke to no-one on these issues. He concluded by saying that “you deserve better”. I am hugely disappointed in him and even more disillusioned with his party. I have switched gears and am actively attempting to get a spot in the federal Liberals BC caucus meeting to discuss with them all the issues the NDP has failed us on. Meeting them as a group I believe, will give us the best bang for our buck. It is our intention to have a 3-person team make the presentation, myself, Sister Girard, and Brother Lazaro.

Respectfully submitted by T. Mark Miller VP/BC

Union of National Defence Employees (UNDE) Vice-President for British Columbia (VP/BC) activity listing for the Fall 2016 National Executive meeting

Wed May 11: travel home for Ottawa

Wed May 18: attend Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt (CFB Esq) Formation Union Management Consultation Committee (FUMCC) meeting

Thurs May 26: attend God’s Acre candle light ceremony

Sat May 28: travel to Vancouver and pick up Dan Frost VP/NB & NF&L

Sun May 29: attend Local 1018 bargaining caucus

Mon May 30: attend Local 1018/IMP bargaining session

Tues May 31: attend Local 1018/IMP Bargaining session

Wed June 01: travel to Courtney

Thurs June 02: tour 19 Wing and meet with 1007 & 1018 Execs

Fri June 03: drop Dan Frost off at airport and travel home

Tues June 07: travel to Winnipeg

Wed June 08: attend 1CAD UMCC, stop by June 08 activity and travel home

Thurs June 09: attend 1016 retirement party and visit sick Member in hospital

Thurs June 16: attend RPOUP townhall

Fri June 17: attend and speak at anti-PS week PSAC softball tournament

Mon June 20: travel to Ottawa

Tues June 21: attend PSAC NBoD

Wed: June 22:  attend PSAC NBoD

Thurs June 23: attend PSAC NBoD

Fri June 24: attend PSAC NBoD

Sat June 25: travel home

Thurs June 30: have lunch with Formation CoS

Mon July 04: donate 90th pint of blood

Tues July 12: attend 1016 Exec meeting

Wed July 13: attend retirement party

Thurs July 21: attend CFB Esq BUMCC

Fri July 22: attend RAdm CoC ceremony

Tues July 26: have a coffee with the BCom

Wed July 27: attend the FUMCC

Wed Aug 03: participate in work party for deceased Member

Sat Aug 06: attend celebration of life for deceased 1016 Member

Wed Aug 10: begin holidays on east coast

Wed Aug 17: interrupt holidays for anti-Phoenix rally travel to St. Johns

Thurs Aug 18: attend rally

Sat Aug 20: travel back to CB to resume holidays

Wed Aug 24: travel home

Thurs Aug 25: participate in NE conf call

Mon Aug 29: donate 91st pint of blood

Wed Sept 14: attend the UW kickoff in downtown Victoria

Tues Sept 20: attend Local 1016 General meeting

Fri Sept 23: travel to and from Vancouver to do rally recce

Tues Sept 27: attend CFB Esq Base Divisions

Wed Sept 28: attend Victoria UW meeting, participate in NE conf call

Thurs Sept 29: travel to Moncton NB

Fri Sept 30: attend NS/NL&NB regional conf

Sat Oct 01: attend NS/NL&NB regional conf

Sun Oct 02: travel to Fredericton NB to open the NPF regional conf, and then travel home

Tues Oct 04: attend RPOUP yearly training

Wed Oct 05: have fireside chat with the CFB Esq BCom

Fri Oct 07: meet with BC LPs

Fri Oct 14: attend PSAC BC Regional Council meeting

Sat Oct 15:    “            “     “          “              “            “

Sun Oct 16:     “           “      “        “              “            “

Mon Oct 17: attend CFB Esq BUMCC then travel to Ottawa

Tues Oct 18: meet with ADM IE and Col Horgan

Wed Oct 19: meet with NDP DND critic Randall Garrison

Thurs Oct 20: attend Naval Association Canada conf

Fri Oct 21:            “        “       “         “       AGM

Sat Oct 22:           “         “       “         “

Sun Oct 23: travel home

Mon Oct 24: donate 93rd pint of blood

Wed Oct 26: attend Formation Asbestos Management working group

Wed Nov 02:   “                “                 “                     “                      “       “

Thurs Nov 03: attend RPOUP Carp shop townhall

Fri Nov 04: meet with Rocky Point (RP) CO

Mon Nov 14: attend Formation Asbestos meeting

Tues Nov 15: attend Local 1016 AGM

Wed Nov 16: attend FUMCC

Thurs Nov 17: travel to Comox and attend Local 1007 AGM

Fri Nov 18: travel home and attend Local 1009 AGM

Tues Nov 22: attend Local 1013 AGM and attend PSAC Vic AC meeting

Wed Nov 23: attend Local 1010 AGM and Local 1011 AGM

Thurs Nov 24: travel to Nanoose and attend Local 1017 AGM and travel back to attend Local 1008 AGM

Fri Nov 25: attend Formation Asbestos meeting

Sun Nov 27: travel to Vancouver

Mon Nov 28: attend BC Federation of Labour convention

Tues Nov 29:      “        “           “           “       “            “

Wed Nov 30:      “        “            “           “       “           “  and travel home

Thurs Dec 01: attend CoL for 1016 Member and return to Vanc

Fri Dec 02: attend BC Federation of Labour convention and return home

Sat Dec 03: travel to Comox and attend 1018 AGM

Sun Dec 04: travel home

Anticipated activities prior to NE meeting

Wed Dec 07: attend inaugural RPOUP UMCC   

Sun Dec 11: travel to Ottawa  

